
MAHANAGAR
26th January 2026

January is Vocational Service Month

RI District : 3291  /  Club No. 27735
Volume No.XXXV  /  Issue No. 10

Contact : rccmsushma@gmail.com



2

Exhibition : Bloom & Blend

Bloom & Blend | Two Days of Creativity, Connection & Community

Day One – Where Vision Bloomed
The first day of Bloom & Blend unfolded as a vibrant celebration of creativity and collaboration. From the moment the 
doors opened, the exhibition space came alive with colour, ideas, and an unmistakable buzz of enthusiasm. Every 
detail—thoughtfully curated and seamlessly executed—reflected the passion and hard work of the club’s leadership 
and members. The ambience was warm and welcoming, drawing visitors into a world where innovation met artistry, 
and teamwork stood at the heart of every display. It was evident that Bloom & Blend was not just an exhibition, but a 
shared vision brought to life through collective dedication.

Day Two – Fellowship Beyond the Exhibition
The second day extended the spirit of Bloom & Blend beyond its walls, embracing fellowship and cultural exchange. 
The presence of the Kashmir Cricket Team added a special dimension, symbolising unity through sport and 
camaraderie. Their visit to the exhibition was marked by lively interactions and shared moments, reinforcing the 
values of connection and goodwill that the club upholds. Anticipation continued into the next morning with the 
friendly cricket match at CCFC—an energising close to two memorable days, blending creativity, community, and 
sportsmanship. Together, these two days stood as a testament to what can be achieved when passion, teamwork, and 
purpose come together—making Bloom & Blend a truly impactful and inspiring success.



3

As we have successfully completed more than six months of Rotary Year 2025–26, I am 
happy and proud to share that our club has been moving steadily ahead with all 
ongoing projects, progressing well and creating meaningful impact in society.
During the past six months, our club has actively undertaken various service projects 
focusing on community welfare, health, education, and social upliftment, reaffirming 
our commitment to Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self.
Alongside service, we have placed strong emphasis on fellowship, strengthening bonds 
through regular meetings, celebrations, joint participation, and inclusive engagement 
of members and families, which has enhanced unity and togetherness within our club.
Recently, we celebrated our Charter Day with great enthusiasm, where we had the 
privilege of felicitating all our Past Presidents.
The highlight of the celebration was their soulful performances, as each Past President 
sang the most popular song of the year during their presidency, making the evening 
nostalgic, emotional, and truly memorable.
My heartfelt thanks to all Rotary Club of Calcutta Mahanagar members for their wholehearted participation, which 
elevated the program to an entirely new level of excellence.
Another major milestone was Bloom & Blend, our exhibition held at P. C. Chandra Garden, which turned out to be a grand 
success.
I sincerely thank the entire committee and all Mahanagar members for their unwavering support, dedication, and 
contribution that made this exhibition a remarkable achievement.
Now, as I look ahead, I realize that only five months remain in my presidential year.
My sincere desire is to pass on the baton with pride, leaving our club stronger, more united, and positioned to reach even 
greater heights.
My vision for the remaining months is to focus on :
 • Stronger fellowship
 • More impactful projects
 • Greater visibility at District and International forums
With your continued support, guidance, and blessings, I am confident that together we can accomplish our goals and take 
our club to a higher level of service and recognition.

Warm regards,
Sanjay Bhalotia
President, Rotary Club of Mahanagar

President’s Message and Vision

This journey as an Editor has been a quiet classroom of life—where learning 
unfolds every day, and yet reminds us that one can never truly stop learning. 
Through these pages, we have come to feel that service is the softest 
prayer—the kind that brings peace to the heart and restful sleep to the soul. In 
becoming an Editor, we unknowingly became a gentle bridge—carrying the 
Board’s vision with clarity, and delivering it to our members with warmth and 
understanding. A bridge built not of words alone, but of trust, transparency, 
and shared purpose. Behind every initiative are hands that work silently, 
hearts that stay committed, and minds that carry responsibility with grace. 
Each such effort deserves applause, for it is these unseen pillars that turn 
thought into action and service into impact. This editorial journey 
continues—rooted in gratitude, guided by learning, and illuminated by 
service that quietly transforms lives, including our own.

Editor Inked

Editor
Sushma Singhania

Jt. Editor
Shalini Surana



Charter Day Celebration
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Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar celebrated its charter day with much fun and galore on 3rd January at Galleria 1910.
The evening witnessed the soulful performance by Past Presidents couple.  Each Past president and their partner were 
felicitated by President Rtn. Sanjay Bhalotia and Secretary Rtn. Pradeep Agarwal with mementoes and gifts. Their 
work and service was much appreciated with few poems and couplets.  
There was also a welcome dance performance by President Couple, Secretary Couple and Treasurer and Joint 
Treasurer.  Special gratitude to Shekhar Bhaiya and Rashi Bhabhi for their encouraging words, which added grace and 
glamour to the event. President Elect Kavita Bhalotia formally introduced her Board for the Rotary Year 2026–27, 
marking the beginning of a new journey of service and leadership. On this special occasion, our club proudly 
introduced three new members, who were formally inducted and pinned on Charter Day, strengthening our Rotary 
family. A sincere thank to all Rotarians and their spouses for your gracious presence and wholehearted participation, 
truly sailing us to heaven with your warmth, joy, and togetherness. The evening ended with a ceremonial cake cutting 
by all past presidents present.           ~Rtn. Payal Agarwal
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RWM

The Rotary Club successfully conducted a Joint Rotary Weekly Meeting (RWM) with Rotary Club of Calcutta Elite at 
Haldiram, marking a proud and meaningful milestone for both clubs. The meeting witnessed the official launch of 
Project Shakti, an ambitious initiative aimed at empowering 21,000 girls, reinforcing Rotary’s commitment to 
education, health, and dignity for young women.
The program was launched in the esteemed presence of Rtn. Raghavan Sadagopan, District Governor Rtn. Ramendu 
Homchaudhuri, PRIP Rtn. Shekhar Mehta, and Chairperson Rtn. Pramila Dugar, whose guidance and encouragement 
added great significance to the occasion.
Heartfelt appreciation is extended to Kavita, Pradeep Bhaiya, Sanghamitra, and Suman Kedia for their invaluable 
support, coordination, and dedication, which ensured the seamless execution of the program. Special thanks to Payal 
for conducting the launch of Project Shakti with efficiency and poise.
We also express our sincere gratitude to Namrata from Annahat Foundation for delivering an insightful and impactful 
awareness session on Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM), which added immense value and purpose to the 
initiative.
Our warm thanks to Rtn. Archana Bhotika and all members of Rotary Club of Calcutta Elite for their cooperation, 
excellent presentation, and for making the Joint RWM a resounding success.
Finally, we deeply appreciate the presence and support of all Rotarian members and spouses, whose participation 
made the event truly memorable and impactful.
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Georgia Trip

Rotary Club of Calcutta Mahanagar rolled 
out a Georgia adventure from 13th Dec. to 
20th Dec. 2025. We were a buzzing squad of 
about 36 thrill-seekers and the whole 
experience was amazing! We touched 
down straight in Tbilisi and were swept 
into a meticulously planned, unforgettable 
journey.

First stop: the legendary sulphur baths – 
soaking in those steamy, aromatic pools 
was pure relaxation and felt like a 
rejuvenating hug for the soul. Next, we 
raced to Gudauri, the iconic ski resort 

blanketed in sparkling snow. We shredded the slopes on scooters, zipping across and feeling the adrenaline surge.

Our adventure didn’t stop there – we went to Dashbashi canyon, marveling at its rugged cliffs, and visited Martvili 
waterfall, letting its mist kiss our faces.

Finally, we went to Batumi, another jaw-dropping Georgian gem on the Black Sea coast, soaking up its vibrant nightlife, 
casinoes and seaside charm.

In Batumi we also saw the Alphabet Tower and the alphanino statue and their merging .

The gala night was amazing. There were lovely dancers who danced on Georgian numbers and Hindi numbers too. The 
dances were like epic dramas and depicted ancient myths. Members also performed a wonderful finale with the 
dancers. My write-up will be incomplete if I don’t mention the food.

We were treated like we were in a wedding and the Georgian food was an absolute feast. The khachapuri, lobiani 
(cheesy breads) and beetroot salad were the real show-stoppers, leaving us craving more with every spoonful. The 
wine tasting place in Batumi was also mind-blowing.

Our tour co-ordinator Rhea and Rohit Kapoor were too caring and made us feel at home. PP Rtn Ashok Agarwal and Rtn 
Shashi Agarwal really worked hard to organise everything and made us feel at home. We take this opportunity to thank 
them and the president Sanjay Bhalotia and his gracious better half Kavita.

...The whole trip was a roller-coaster of fun, culture, and unforgettable memories with the Rotary gang!

We’re already counting down the days till our next adventure!

Our trip was a whirlwind of memories we’ll treasure forever.

~Jyoti Surekha
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Ramdhanu - District Conference

Ramdhanu - District Conference, held from January 9th to 11th, 2026, at the East 
Pavilion, Nicco Park, was a grand success. With over 1000 registrations, the event 
brought together Rotarians from across the district for a memorable celebration of 
fellowship and service.

Rotary Calcutta Mahanagar was the proud Titanium Sponsor of the event, and our club's 
presence was felt throughout the conference. PRIP Shekhar Mehta, President Sanjay 
Bhalotia, Club Secretary Pradeep Agarwal, and Past President Pranay Agarwal graced 
the occasion, adding to the event's prestige.

One of the highlights of the conference was the Red Carpet Rampwalk, sponsored by our 
club. Six Rotarians - Kavita Bhalotia, Usha Agarwal, Sanghamitra Ghosh, Payal Agarwal, 
Suman Kedia, and Neena Agarwal - stole the show with their confident stride and 
radiant smiles.

The conference featured interactive sessions with eminent speakers, entertaining 
programs, and opportunities for fellowship and networking.

~Rtn Pranay Agarwal
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Projects

Annadaan Mahadaan

In the true spirit of Rotary’s commitment to Service Above Self, our club 
successfully carried out Annadan Mahadan, reaffirming the belief that serving 
food is one of the noblest forms of service. As part of this meaningful initiative, 
hot meals were served to those in need, spreading warmth, care, and 
compassion within the community. We extend our sincere gratitude to all 
Rotarians and volunteers whose wholehearted participation made Annadan 
Mahadaan a truly impactful and fulfilling service activity. In each drive, nearly 250 people served fresh and hot meal.

The Boynala RMCC continued its regular healthcare services through multiple consultations conducted by dedicated 
medical professionals. On 23rd December 2025, Dr. Jagatpati Naskar (Homeopathy) attended the clinic during which 5 
patients received consultation and treatment. Other homeopathy sessions were conducted by Dr. Naskar on 1st 
January 2026 benefiting 4 patients, on 6th January, three patients received treatment and on 8th January 6 patients 
received treatment. Additionally, Dr. Samir Swarnakar (Allopathy) conducted a clinic session on 28th December 2025 
providing medical consultation to two patients. On 4th January, three patients were treated and on 11th January 6 
patients received treatment. These sessions reaffirm Rotary’s commitment to providing accessible and continuous 
primary healthcare services to the community.

As part of our ongoing skill development initiatives, vocational training classes were successfully conducted at 
Boynala Village, empowering community members with practical and livelihood-oriented skills. Tailoring classes 
were conducted by Trainer Sangita Sardar on multiple dates. On 19th December 2025, 8 learners participated in the 
session. This was followed by another class on 22nd December 2025, benefiting 5 learners. Subsequent sessions were 
held on 2nd January 2026 with 3 learners attending and on 7th January with 5 learners. Computer training classes 
were conducted by Trainer Amaresh Manna. The first session took place on 21st December 2025 attended by 10 
learners. Further sessions were held on 23rd December 2025 and 30th December 2025, benefiting 7 and 8 learners 
respectively. On 6th January, 7 students received training. Furtheron sessions were held on 13th, 17th and 18th 
January benefiting 10, 5 and 3 learners respectively. These vocational training programs continue to play a vital role in 
enhancing skills, improving employability, and fostering self-reliance within the community. We sincerely appreciate 
the dedication of the trainers and the active participation of the learners.

Rotary Community Clinics

Vocational Training Classes – Boynala Village
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Vision Centre Report

Eye Camp

At the Vision Centre, Sambhunath Pandit Street, Bhowanipore, on 29th December 2025, a total of 11 patients 
consented to undergo cataract surgery, comprising 7 females and 4 males. After pre-operative evaluation, 4 patients 
were found unfit for surgery due to high blood pressure and elevated sugar levels. The remaining 7 patients 
successfully underwent cataract operations on the same day. This initiative reflects Rotary’s continued commitment 
to restoring vision and improving quality of life through timely and responsible eye care services.

GST - Tree Plantation

Under Project GST, 101 trees were planted at Subhas Sarovar on the auspicious occasion of the 51st wedding 
anniversary of PP Rtn. Satish Bansal and Rtn. Pushpa Bansal. Our club proudly contributed 51 saplings to this green 
initiative. The program was attended by Rtn. Pradeep and Rtn. Manju, Rtn. Sanjay and Rtn. Pramila Dugar, Rtn. Ritu 
Gokhani, and President Rtn Sanjay Bhalotia. We extend our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the couple and 
thank them for graciously associating their special milestone with Project GST.

We are pleased to share that an Eye 
Camp was successfully conducted at 
Bishnupally, Kudghat. During the 
camp, over 200 patients were 
exa m i n e d  a n d  p rov i d e d  w i t h  
comprehensive eye check-ups,  
ref lect ing  Rotary ’s  cont inued 

commitment to accessible community healthcare. The camp was efficiently organised by Rtn. Biswajit Malakar and was 
attended by President Rtn. Sanjay Bhalotia, with wholehearted support and cooperation from the local community, 
which contributed significantly to the success of the initiative. Another Eye Camp was held on 25th January at 11 am at 
Mathurapur Barakaipuria Sporting Club, followed by another om 26th January at 10 am at Bishnu Pally Bishnu Sangha.

Drive for a Cause | Drive for Humanity

Rotary District 3291, in collaboration with Lions International, came together to spread awareness about Thalassemia 
through an engaging Car Rally held on Sunday, 28th December. Participating vehicles proudly displayed the Rotary 
message as two leading service organisations united for a common humanitarian cause. The event featured a 
thoughtfully curated mix of activities, including a Thalassemia awareness quiz, a city drive, a treasure hunt, and 
fellowship over lunch, fostering camaraderie and bonding between Rotarians and Lions members.



410

Rural Toilet Grants

As part of ongoing monitoring under the sanitation project, Grant Staff  M. R. Laskar conducted field visits to 20 toilets 
across the Gangasagar Block of the 
Sundarbans over the past two days. 

The project, with a total cost of ₹28 
lakhs, is being generously supported 
by the Rotary Club of Singapore. The 
v i s i t  e n s u r e d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
implementation quality, functionality, 
and on-ground impact, reinforcing 
Rotary’s commitment to sustainable 
sanitation and community health.

Under GG 2573194, a few household toilets constructed under Project Aikatan were visited today by Laskar in the 
Sandeshkhali area to review the progress and usage readiness of the facilities. We are pleased to share that a total of 
570 household toilets have been successfully completed, marking a significant milestone in improving sanitation, 
health, and dignity for families in the region.

Homeopathy Clinic

The Homeopathy Clinic continued its regular healthcare services 
during the month of January, providing medical consultation and 
treatment to patients from the community. The clinic attended to 10 
patients on 8th January, 17 patients on 10th January, 9 patients on 
15th January, and 15 patients on 17th January. Through these 
consistent sessions, the clinic supported accessible and affordable 
healthcare, reinforcing Rotary’s commitment to preventive and 
holistic medical care for the underserved.

Menstural Hygiene Management

The training and distribution of 
reusable sanitary napkins was 
initiated at Roymoni Institute, 
Jaynagar Majilpur, with the objective 
of promoting menstrual hygiene 
awareness, health, and sustainability 
among adolescent girls. Under this 
initiative, 375 girl students of the 
institution have been identified as 
beneficiaries. The programme is being 
conducted over two days, covering the 
same number of students on each day. The grant cost for today’s event is 

₹75,000. This initiative reflects Rotary’s continued commitment to 
empowering young girls through education, hygiene awareness, and 
sustainable practices, thereby enhancing their confidence, health, and dignity.

Skill Development

Certificate Distribution Programme was organised under the Skill Development Initiative of Rotary Club of Calcutta 
Mahanagar on Friday, 23rd January 2026, at Shree Jalaram Temple Trust, Haridevpur, Paschim Putiary, Kolkata. The 
programme aimed at recognising and encouraging beneficiaries who successfully completed skill-based training 
programmes designed to promote self-reliance and sustainable livelihoods. Through focused training in areas such as 
nursing, stitching, and other employable skills, the initiative has empowered widows and underprivileged individuals 
to address basic needs and build a dignified future.
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Project Food Bank was implemented to provide food support to the community, particularly children and 
underprivileged individuals, through the distribution of packaged food items at multiple locations. On 18th January at 
11:00 a.m., Maggi packets were distributed at RCC Boynala, benefiting 240 beneficiaries, with the total value of the 

distribution amounting to ₹24,000. On the same day at 11:00 a.m., Kurkure packets were distributed at Ma 
Saradamoyee Sporting Club, followed by the distribution of Kurkure and biscuits at 11:45 a.m. at Chetla Milan Sangha. 
Further distribution of biscuits and cakes was carried out on 26th January, generously sponsored by Sanskarī Biswajit 
Malakar, extending additional support to the beneficiaries. Through Project Food Bank, Rotary continued its 
commitment to addressing immediate nutritional needs and spreading care and compassion within the community.

Tridhara Dialysis Centre

The Grant Tridhara Dialysis Centre 
has received approval under the 
Swasthya Sathi Scheme, enabling 
greater access to affordable and 
quality dialysis services for patients in 
need. This approval marks an 
important milestone in expanding 
h e a l t h c a r e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
community. Currently, three patients 
are undergoing dialysis treatment, 
and the number of patients is 

increasing steadily each day, reflecting the growing reach and impact of the centre. This initiative has been 
implemented through a Global Grant project of the Rotary Club of Mahanagar in collaboration with the Rotary Club of 

Singapore, with a total grant value of ₹35,00,000. The project reinforces Rotary’s commitment to strengthening 
healthcare infrastructure and improving lives through sustainable service initiatives.

Project Aawarun

Project Aawarun was undertaken with the objective of 
providing warmth and comfort to those in need during 
the winter season through the distribution of blankets. 
The programme was conducted on 18th January at 11:00 
a.m. at Ma Sardamoyee Sporting Club, where 70 
beneficiaries received blankets. The total value of the 

distribution was ₹11,200. Further distributions were 
carried out on 24th January at 6:00 p.m. at RCC 
Shikhapur, and on 26th January at 11:00 a.m. at Bishnu 
Pally Bishnu Sangha, extending the reach of the project 
to more members of the community.

Food Bank
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PUBLIC IMAGE

An impactful humanitarian initiative undertaken by Life Beyond Cancer (LBC) received 
prominent recognition in the Sunday edition of The Times of India, Kolkata, dated 28th 
December 2025. The article highlighted the pressing need for affordable shelter facilities for 
cancer patients and their caregivers and showcased LBC’s sustained efforts in addressing 
this critical gap.
Under the LBC project of Rotary International District 3291, volunteers have been actively 
supporting children with cancer and their families by facilitating access to low-cost 
accommodation and essential care during treatment. The report emphasized the role of 
shelters such as Niramoy Bhavan, which provide dignified and affordable lodging to patients’ 
kin, enabling them to focus on treatment without the burden of high living costs. Speaking in 
the article, Rtn. Partha Sarkar, Chairman of the project, reiterated LBC’s commitment to 
expanding shelter facilities so that more cancer patients and their families can be 
accommodated. The initiative stands as a strong example of Rotary’s dedication to 
compassion-driven service and community support. This media recognition not only amplifies the cause but also 
reinforces Rotary’s mission of serving humanity with empathy, sustainability, and impact.

Minutes of 1415th Rotary Weekly Meeting held on 3rd January 2026, Venue : Galleria 1910 
Time : 6:30 PM, Attended by : 61 Rotarians, 30 Spouses, 2 Annets, 2 Visitors

Meeting called to order by President Rtn. Sanjay Bhalotia.

Ÿ National Anthem was sung.

Ÿ President’s Address with warm welcome to all for this special RWM merged with CHARTER DAY.

Ÿ 3 New members were inducted increasing our member strength to 165.

Ÿ PRIP Rtn. Shekhar Mehta invited President Elect 2026-27 Rtn. Kavita Bhalotia to introduce board for 
2026-27.

Ÿ Rtn. Kavita Bhalotia introduced new board.

Ÿ The meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks proposed by Secretary Rtn. PradeepAgrawal. 

Ÿ The meeting ended on a positive note with fellowship and interaction among members.

Minutes of 1415th Rotary Weekly Meeting held on 10th January 2026, Venue : Maple, PC Chandra 
Gardens, Time : 9:00 PM, Attended by : 64 Rotarians, 29 Spouses, 3 Annets, 12 Visitors

Meeting called to order by President Rtn. Sanjay Bhalotia

• President’s Address with warm welcome to all members, spouses and cricket team of Jammu & Kashmir 
for this special RWM merged withclosing ceremony of Bloom & Blend Exhibition.

• Recap of projects done in last 6 months was displayed on large LED screen.

• Rtn Aditi Ray, Rtn. Nipa Gandhi & Dr. Udey Vir Gandhi gave a scintillating musical performance.

• All the cricket players were felicitated & pleasantries were exchanged.

• The meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks proposed by Secretary Rtn. PradeepAgrawal.

• The meeting ended on a positive note with fellowship and interaction among members.

Upcoming Events
Upcoming events on 
26th Jan.
Flag hoisting
Annadan 
Fund raising
Thalessamia 
B l o o d  D o n a t i o n  
Camp

GST Projects
Food Distribution
Old Age Home
Next  RWM with  
picnic on 1st Feb.
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Birthdays

3rd January

Rtn. Usha Agarwal

9th January

Pooja Bagrecha

6th January

Rtn. Biswajit Malakar

10th January

Rtn. Yogesh Kanoi

17th January

Rtn. Pradeep Rawat

21st January

Sandhya Passary

6th January

Rtn. Sanjeev Kr. Kejriwal

14th January

Rtn. Pradeep Biyani

7th January

Rtn. Utsav Agarwal

14th January

Ruchika Agarwal

8th January

Seema Sonthalia

16th January

Rtn. Vimal Dolawat

21st January

Rita Sunil Poddar

13

“Samaj Gaurav Award” – A Moment of Pride for Our Club
We are proud to share that Rtn. Rita Jhawar was conferred with the prestigious “Samaj 
Gaurav Award” by Maheshwari Samaj at the Maheshwari Global Convention, held in 
Jodhpur on 11th January.

This distinguished honour recognizes her outstanding contributions to society, her 
dedicated service, and her inspiring commitment to social welfare. Rtn. Rita’s 
relentless efforts in community service, leadership, and compassion truly embody the 
spirit of Rotary – Service Above Self.

This recognition not only brings immense pride to her family and the Maheshwari 
community but also adds great prestige to our club. We congratulate Rtn. Rita Jhawar 
on this well-deserved achievement and wish her continued success in all her 
endeavours.

Marriage Anniversary



Rtn. Girish Soni Rtn. Sanjay Bholotia

Rtn. Saurabh AgarwalRtn. Sandeep & Pooja Bagrecha

Rtn. Sanjay BhandariRtn. Sandeep SoniRtn. Basant Shah

Rtn. Niraj Kakkad Rtn. Laxmikant Balasaria Rtn. Sanghamitra Ghosh

Designed & Printed by DARK HORSE DESIGNS : 8334953509

Rtn. Pancham Surana

LET’S STAY CONNECTED
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